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Optimizing & Compacting

WinSales Version: 3.x, 4.x

Revised: 2/3/00

Question: What do the Optimizing and Compacting functions do to my database?

Answer: Optimizing and Compacting your database is the maintenance WinSales requires to keep your WinSales database happy and healthy.  You should always Optimize your database before Compacting.  Though it is not necessary to Compact every time you Optimize.

Optimizing Your Database:

WinSales will occasionally require you to Optimize your database after extensive changes or unexpected problems in the database.  This is not cause for alarm unless WinSales is asking you to do this with extreme frequency (once a day would be extreme unless your database is very large).

When you Optimize your database this calls the REPAIR utility for Microsoft Access 2.0.  This goes out and reindexes all of the tables in your database.  All WinSales users must be out of the database to run the Optimization.  Remember if you are having database problems you do not have to Compact each time you Optimize.
Finally if Optimizing your database does not seem to solve the problem you can use Access97's Repair Utility to try an fix the problem.  To do this start Microsoft Access and click Cancel at the Connect To Database window.   Then select Database Utilities from the Tools menu, and choose Repair Database.  You will need to path out to your WSD file (remember to change the list files of type from MDB to All Files).

Compacting Your Database:

When you run the Compact utility this deletes all the records in your database that have been deleted by users since you last did a Compact.  When a user deletes something in WinSales the value is flagged for deletion, 

but until you Compact it is not really deleted.  The Compact utility is also a function of Microsoft Access 2.0.

Important Notes:

· Always Optimize your database before you Compact.  If you do not you CAN corrupt your database as a compact will allow you to run while users are still logged in, and we have found that can corrupt WinSales databases.  The Optimize funtion will not let you start until everyone is out.

· When you do a Compact WinSales creates a backup file in the same directory as your database.  If you have a large database this is something to be aware of as these backups are not overwritten, but will increment and start taking up space on your server.  You should periodically delete old copies of the database that are created by compacts.

· Your database can shrink in size after a Compact!!!  Remember you are deleting the deletions…   If you haven't compacted in months it is not unusual to see a database drop several megabytes in size after being compacted.
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