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Creating Unique ID Fields In WINSALES
WinSales Version: All Versions

Revision Date: 9/5/01

Support Document: sup043

Problem: How can I create unique ID fields on a WINSALES table or activity.

Solution: Your WinSales database assigns an internal ID to each record  in the database that is a unique identifier for that record that will never change.  Users can set up a field on the Contact window or any Activity and Reference Table in WinSales to display the internal ID for that record.

There are several important points you should be aware of before creating the ID field:

· Depending on how many records are in the table and how fast the machine you are on is, this process can take awhile.

· If you have a large database we advise you to create ID fields at the end of the day when users are not working actively in the database on the fastest machine available to you.  If your database is on a network server, if WinSales is installed there creating the ID on the server (taking the network out of the process) will make this go faster.

· Plan on Optimizing your database once the ID field has been created to re-index the tables in the database.

· If you are using remote synchronization you may want to reconsider doing this because all the new ID data will be sync'd out to your remote users.  This will cause large sync files.  You may want to plan to create the ID field and then recreate your remote databases so sync does not have to pass all that data.

To Create A WinSales ID Field:

Open the WinSales Administrator.  

Double click on the Activity or Table where you want to create the ID on.

The elements window will open.  

On the Elements window select a Type of Simple Field and click the Details button.

The Define A Field window will open.  

On the Define a Field window fill in a Description and Column Heading.   

Choose a Data Type of ID and click Save.

The program will begin to create the ID field for each record (this may take some time depending on the number of records in the table and the speed of your machine).
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Once the ID has been created successfully you will be back on the Elements window.  Position the field in the list of fields as desired and click Done.  You will receive a warning message about enabling this field for users to see with Field Security.  Remember on the main Administrator window with the Activity or Table selected in the Activities and Tables list, go to the Edit menu and Field Security to enable the field for user groups to see.

Once the deletion is finished you should Optimize the database using the WinSales Administrator if there were many records in the table where you created the ID field.
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